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are not ideal persons. Therefore, if monogamy were to be the rule,
those who are not ideal, would have no other go but to resort to
free sexual pleasure and illegal cohabitation, rather go to the extent
of resorting to unnatural methods of satisfying their lust. As
discussed earlier, the desire to have sexual pleasure more than one
wife is not an unnatural phenomenon. In such a case the question
for consideration is whether to have strict monogamy and
licentiate unrestricted and irresponsible contacts with the prostitutes,
brothels, call-girls and mistresses or to permit polygyny and close
the door for such illegal sexual pleasures with no consequential
responsibilities.
We may thus conclude that the object of permitting polygyny
in Islam is nothing but to shut the doors of fornication since it is
difficult to expect of every man to observe strict monogamy and as
never to indulge in sexual pleasure with more than one woman. This
is of particular significance when viewed in the light of the several
social problems, such as the large number of females over males in
a given society, the natural incapacity of the female folk to satisfy
man's lust at regular intervals because of her monthly menses and
post-natal periods, infertility to give birth to children which men so
much desire for the non-availability of good matches for all the
women, the problems of widows and oiphans and several such other
factors.
To say that man has no inclination towards more than one
wife is to reject both experience and observation, human history
and human psychology. This is the reason why Rom Landan in his
Book "Sex Life and Faith" says that the evidence of history and
science compels us to admit the situation of polygyny in all sincerity.
(2)    System of Bond-Maids :
Under polygyny, it would be appropriate to discuss the status
of bond-maids (slave girls) as found in the Islamic legal system. The
modern term commonly used for a bond-maid of Islam is,
concubine, which does not, however, convey a true sense of the
concept of slave girl in a Muslim Law.